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Montana Code Annotated 2017

TITLE 44. LAW ENFORCEMENT
CHAPTER 4. MISCELLANEOUS FUNCTIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Part 4. Montana Public Safety Officer Standards and Training Council

Definitions

44-4-401. Definitions. For the purposes of this part, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Council” means the Montana public safety officer standards and training council established
in 2-15-2029.

(2) “Public safety officer" means:

(a) a corrections officer who is employed by the department of corrections, established in 2-15-
2301, and who has full-time or part-time authority or responsibility for maintaining custody of inmates
in a state correctional facility for adults or juveniles,

(b) a detention officer who is employed by a county and who has full-time or part-time authority or
responsibility for maintaining custody of inmates in a detention center, as defined in 7-32-2241, or a
youth detention facility, as defined in 41-5-103;

(c) a peace officer, as defined in 46-1-202;

(d) adepartment of fransportation employee appointed as a peace officer pursuant to 61-12-201;
(e) alaw enforcement officer or reserve officer, as the terms are defined in 7-32-201;

() a public safety communications officer, as defined in 7-31-201;

(g) a probation or parole officer who is employed by the department of corrections pursuant to 46-
23-1002;

(h) a person subject to training requirements pursuant to 44-2-113 or 44-4-902; and

(i) any other person required by law to meet the qualification or training standards established by
the council,

History: En. Sec. 2, Ch. 506, L. 2007.
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Montana Code Annotated 2017

TITLE 44. LAW ENFORCEMENT
CHAPTER 4. MISCELLANEOUS FUNCTIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Part 4. Montana Public Safety Officer Standards and Training Council

Membership -- Composition

44-4-402. Membership — composition. (1) The council consists of no more than 13 voting
members appointed by the governor in accordance with 2-15-124 and as provided in this section.

(2) Membership must include but is not imited 10:
(a) one state government law enforcement representative;

(b) one chief of police, who may be appointed based on recommendations from the Montana
association of chiefs of police;

(¢) one sheriff, who may be appointed based on recommendations from the Montana sheriffs and
peace officers association;

(d) one representative from the department of corrections established in 2-15-2301;

(e) one local law enforcement officer in a nonadministrative position, who may be appointed
based on recommendations from the Montana police protective association;

() one detention center administrator or detention officer;
(@) one Montana-certified tribal law enforcement representative;

(h) one county attorney, who may be appointed based on recommendations from the Montana
county attorneys association;

(i) two members of the board of crime control established in 2-15-2306; and

(i) three Montana citizens at large who are informed and experienced in the subject of law
enforcement.

History: En. Sec. 3, Ch. 506, L. 2007.
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Montana Code Annotated 2017

TITLE 44. LAW ENFORCEMENT
CHAPTER 4. MISCELLANEOUS FUNCTIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Part 4. Montana Public Safety Officer Standards and Training Council

Council Duties -- Determinations -- Appeals

44-4-403. Council duties -- determinations -- appeals. (1) The council shall:
(a) establish basic and advanced qualification and training standards for employment;
{b) conduct and approve training; and

(c) provide for the certification or recertification of public safety officers and for the suspension or
revocation of certification of public safety officers.

(2) The council may waive or modify a qualification or training standard for good cause.

(3) A person who has been denied certification or recertification or whose certification or
recertification has been suspended or revoked is entitled to a contested case hearing before the
council pursuant to Title 2, chapter 4, part 6, except that a decision by the council may be appealed to
the board of crime control, as provided for in 44-7-101. A decision of the board of crime control is a
final agency decision subject to judicial review.

(4) The council is designated as a criminal justice agency within the meaning of 44-5-103 for the
purpose of obtaining and retaining confidential criminal justice information, as defined in 44-5-103,
regarding public safety officers in order to provide for the certification or recertification of a public
safety officer and for the suspension or revocation of certification of a public safety officer. The council
may not record or retain any confidential criminal justice information without complying with the
provisions of the Montana Criminal Justice Information Act of 1979 provided for in Title 44, chapter 5.

History: En. Sec. 4, Ch. 506, L. 2007; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 196, L. 2015.
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Montana Code Annotated 2017

TITLE 44. LAW ENFORCEMENT
CHAPTER 4. MISCELLANEOUS FUNCTIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Part 4. Montana Public Safety Officer Standards and Training Council

Appointing Authority Responsible For Applying
Standards

44-4-404. Appointing authority responsible for applying standards. It is the responsibility of
a public safety officer's appointing authority to apply the employment standards and training criteria
established by the council pursuant to this part, including but not limited to requiring the successful
completion of minimum training standards within 1 year of the public safety officer's hire date and
terminating the employment of a public safety officer for failure to meet the minimum standards

established by the council pursuant to this part.

History: En. Sec. 5, Ch. 506, L. 2007.
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