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5.0.0
PURPOSE

The purpose is to establish guidelines for the transporting of suspects (prisoners) in custody.
5.1.0
POLICY


An officer transporting a suspect should always protect the safety and well–being of the officer, the suspect, and the public.

5.2.0
RESTRAINT EQUIPMENT

5.2.1
The use of handcuffs should be the preferred method while transporting suspects.  Handcuffs should be applied immediately prior to and during transport, except in circumstances where the arresting officer determines the use of handcuffs would not be appropriate.

5.2.2
Officers should exercise caution in the application of handcuffs to ensure that they are applied correctly, and do not cause injury or unnecessary discomfort.  When applying handcuffs, the following method of use should be employed:


a.
The suspect's wrists should be secured behind the back with the preferred application of the back of the hands together.


b.
If the above method is not attainable for suspects whose physical size or limitations prevents their arms from being joined behind their back, then persons may be handcuffed as described:

· The suspect’s hands will be secured in front of them with the back of the hands together.
· The handcuffs should be secured through the suspect's belt and the belt laced through the pants so that the belt buckle is exposed to their backside.
· Alternate restraint devices or two sets of handcuffs may be employed to secure the suspect's wrists behind them.


5.2.3
Suspects whose hands and or wrists are too small for regular handcuffs will be secured with alternative restraint devices.

5.2.4
Handcuffs should be double locked to prevent injury to the suspect's hands or wrists.


5.2.5
Officer should make a visual inspection of the suspect’s wrists, looking to see that the handcuffs are not applied too tightly.


5.2.6
Supplemental restraints may be used when the arresting officer has cause to believe that the suspect presents a substantial risk of escape, violent resistance, or injury to themselves or others.

5.2.7
Officers will not attach handcuffs to leg restraints behind the back.

5.3.0
TRANSPORT VEHICLE

5.3.1
Vehicles used in transporting suspects should have a barrier separating the driver from the suspect.

5.3.2
The transport vehicle should be so equipped and or modified to minimize opportunities for the suspect to exit from the rear compartment of the vehicle without the aid of the transporting officer.

5.3.3
While transporting suspects, officers should closely monitor the suspect to ensure they have an unobstructed airway and are breathing properly. Officers should be aware of positions which might restrict a person’s ability to breathe, or of other medical or physical conditions which might affect the person’s well being.


5.3.4
The officer should check the transport vehicle for weapons or contraband prior to and after transporting a suspect.

5.4.0
PROCEDURE


5.4.1
To maximize the safety of officer(s), the suspect(s) and the public, the following procedures should be used in transporting suspects in custody.

5.4.2
A search incident to arrest of the person in custody must be conducted prior to placing them in a law enforcement vehicle. Exceptions should only be considered under the most serious of circumstances. When safe and practical, searches incident to arrest shall be conducted within the view of a police vehicle mounted recording device.

5.4.3
Suspects should be placed in the rear seat of the vehicle on the passenger side with the seat belt securely fastened, unless the seat belt cannot be safely fastened without significant risk of injury to the officer.

5.4.4
If feasible, female suspects being transported should be transported or accompanied by a female officer or second officer.

5.4.5
Whenever a suspect is transported, the starting odometer reading, location, and destination should be reported by radio or cell phone at the initiation and termination of the transport.


5.4.6
If a suspect reports or complains of an injury, as a result of the use of handcuffs or during transport, photos of the injury and a written report will be provided with the arrest report. If the suspect requests medical attention, the arresting officer will make every effort to accommodate the request.
5.5.0
EXTENDED TRANSPORTS


5.5.1
During normal suspect transports, a rest stop should not be required.  Prior to leaving a facility on an extended transport, the officer should allow the suspect to use the rest room.


5.5.2
If while at the hospital, court, or on an extended transport the suspect requires use of the rest room, the officer should accompany the suspect to the rest room keeping the suspect in the officers field of vision.  Only officers of the same sex as the suspect may accompany suspects to the rest room to perform these functions.


5.5.3
Upon leaving any of the previously noted locations, the officer should search the suspect prior to resuming transport.  Whenever the transport vehicle is left unattended, the vehicle should be locked.

5.5.4
If an officer is required to perform an extended transport and the suspect requires a rest stop, the officer should use appropriate care and caution in determining the proper place to stop.  Isolated gas stations in rural areas involve the least hazard.


5.5.5
The officer should never allow the suspect out of sight.

5.5.6
Extended transports require an officer of the same sex as the transported suspect.


5.5.7
The officer should always be cognizant of other persons who may desire to prevent a successful transport.

5.5.8
If a suspect attempts to escape from custody, the officer should summon assistance and subdue the suspect using the force necessary to maintain custody.

5.6.0
PERFORMING LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES WHILE IN TRANSPORT


5.6.1
An officer should not respond to or engage in other law enforcement activities while transporting a suspect, unless the incident is of such magnitude that an officer or other person is placed in jeopardy of serious bodily harm or death. The officer should be constantly concerned with the safety of the suspect, and should not expose the suspect to unnecessary hazards.

5.7.0
ESCAPE OF A SUSPECT IN TRANSPORT WITHIN JURISDICTION

5.7.1
In the event of an escape of a suspect, the officer shall notify dispatch of the escape and the direction of travel.  Dispatch will direct additional units to respond to assist in the apprehension.

5.7.2
If the officer discovers that a suspect is missing and not in sight, the officer must decide whether the suspect is within an enclosed area the officer can control.  If the suspect is contained, the officer should:



a.
Maintain his/her position blocking the suspect’s escape.


b.
Notify Dispatch of his/her location and status.



c.
Await the arrival of assisting officers to aid in the search.


5.7.3
If the officer has reason to believe that the suspect is not within a confined area and is out of sight, the officer should:



a.
Notify Dispatch of the officer’s location and status.



b.
Broadcast an appropriate "be on the lookout” message;
· describing the escapee;

· providing the last known location of the subject;

· providing the direction of travel if known;

· description of the escapee including clothing; and

· criminal charges pending or convicted of.
                           c.          Notify the supervisor.

5.7.4
Under no circumstances should the supervision of other suspects be relaxed to pursue an escaping suspect.


5.7.5
A written report of the escape or escape attempt will be completed.  The report will include any use of force deployed, circumstances for the use of force, specific events leading up to the escape or escape attempt, and the action of the officer.


5.7.6
If the suspect is injured during the escape or escape attempt or recapture, the officer should transport the suspect to a medical facility.  If the injuries are severe enough to preclude transport in a law enforcement vehicle, the suspect will request and transport in an ambulance.  Suspects transported in an ambulance will be accompanied by an officer.
5.8.0
ESCAPE OF A SUSPECT IN TRANSPORT OUTSIDE JURISDICTION


5.8.1
If the escape occurs while an officer is conducting transport outside the department's jurisdiction, the officer should:



a.
Immediately summon assistance by notifying the local law enforcement authority, including:

· a summary of the situation;

· description of the escapee including clothing; and
· the criminal charges pending or convicted of.

5.8.2
The officer should then notify his or her supervisor of the incident.

5.8.3
The officer should file a report in the jurisdiction where the escape occurred while maintaining a copy to include with their agencies incident report.


5.8.4
If the escaped suspect is recaptured by an officer, the suspect should immediately be thoroughly searched for weapons or contraband.  The suspect should then be placed in appropriate restraints and transported to the original destination or the agency having jurisdiction where the escape occurred.

5.8.5
Under no circumstances should the supervision of other suspects be relaxed to pursue an escaping suspect.


5.8.6
A written report of the escape or escape attempt will be completed.  The report will include any use of force deployed, circumstances for the use of force, specific events leading up to the escape or escape attempt, and the action of the officer.


5.8.7
If the suspect is injured during the escape or escape attempt or recapture, the officer should transport the suspect to a medical facility.  If the injuries are severe enough to preclude transport in a law enforcement vehicle, the suspect will request and transport in an ambulance.  Suspects transported in an ambulance will be accompanied by an officer.

5.9.0
MEALS DURING EXTENDED TRANSPORTS


5.9.1
On extended transports the officer should either make arrangements to have the suspect fed prior to the transport or make arrangements with the destination facility to feed the suspect within 1 hour of a normally        scheduled meal time and or upon arrival.


5.9.2
If the transport requires a meal stop before reaching the destination, the officer should plan the route of transport and make arrangements with a local law enforcement agency to feed the suspect at a local detention facility.


5.9.3
If the local detention facility cannot feed the suspect but will hold the suspect in custody, the officer may obtain a meal and feed the suspect at a local holding facility.  If utensils are required to eat the meal they should be made of plastic.  All containers and utensils should be accounted for at the end of a meal.


5.9.4
If the local detention facility cannot hold or feed the suspect in custody the officer should obtain the meal at a randomly selected "drive-in" restaurant and conduct the feeding in the patrol vehicle or provide a sack lunch prior to the transportation at a randomly selected site.


5.9.5
The suspect should again be searched for weapons or contraband prior to being placed in the transport vehicle.


5.9.6
In no case should the officer take the suspect into a public dining room or restaurant.
5.10.0
TRANSPORT TO A MEDICAL FACILITY

5.10.1
Suspects requiring medical treatment should be transported to a medical facility.  Officers should provide advanced notification to the medical facility that they are transporting a suspect to the facility for treatment.  The notification should include the following:


a.
What medical condition requires treatment;


b.
What is the expected arrival time;


c.
What if any, risks does the suspect poses to the medical staff or public.


d.
What measures will be in place to minimize any such risks.


Upon arrival, the officer should maintain close contact with the suspect to ensure the safety of the medical staff, public, and the officer.  The officer should take precautions to restrict the suspect's opportunity to escape.


5.10.2
The officer should remain with the suspect at all times during the examination and treatment.  The officer should be of the same sex as the suspect.


5.10.3
Restraints should not be removed from the suspect unless the medical staff request removal of these restraints.  When removing restraints, use utmost caution and only remove those restraints that are necessary for treatment or are requested by the medical staff.  In some cases alternative restraints may be appropriate. When handcuffs are removed, use ankle or leg restraints.


5.10.4
Upon completion of the treatment, place the restraints back on the suspect.


5.10.5
If the required medical treatment restricts the officer's access to the suspect or the use of the restraints, the officer should comply with the attending physician's directions after the physician has been advised of safety concerns.  If the suspect is a risk to the officer's safety or the safety of the medical staff or may escape, the officer should notify their supervisor and request additional assistance.


5.10.6
If the suspect is admitted into the hospital, the officer in control of the suspect will notify their supervisor as soon as practical for a decision as to whether an officer will be assigned as a guard to keep watch over the suspect.


5.10.7
The officer should obtain all documents, medical releases and or medications from the hospital when the treatment is completed.  If the suspect is to be incarcerated, the transporting officer should ensure all documents, medical releases and or medications are turned over to the receiving officer at the detention facility.

5.10.8
If the suspect refuses medical treatment, this should occur in the presence of medical staff.  The officer should prepare documentation of the refusal and include those persons present at the time of refusal in their report.  The officer may sign the release form for the arrestee’s refusal.


5.10.9
Upon conclusion of medical treatment or refusal of medical treatment the officer shall prepare a written report that should include the following:



a.
A description of the injuries;



b.
A detailed explanation of how the injuries occurred, if unknown, state so and explain.  (i.e. suspect had head injuries prior to arrest).



c.
Photos of injuries, if appropriate;



d.
Treatment provided;



e.
Who treated the suspect; and

                            f.   The place, date and time treatment was provided.

5.11.0
TRANSPORT TO COURT


5.11.1
When a suspect is required to appear in court, the officer should preplan the transport by acquiring the following information:



a.
Suspect's name;



b.
Charges pending;



c.
Any pertinent criminal history;



d.
Any other holds and or warrants;



e.
The courtroom and judge scheduled for the suspect's appearance;



f.
The date and time of the required appearance.


5.11.2
Officers transporting suspects to court should coordinate the appearance of the suspect with the Court Clerk and follow their procedures.


5.11.3
In cases where the escape risk is great or there is a security hazard, the judge should be notified prior to transport. The judge may allow or direct the use of restraining devices in the court room and may request additional security officers.


5.11.4
In escorting the suspect from the vehicle into the court, the following procedures should be adhered to, under normal circumstances:


a.
The officer should walk to the side and slightly to the rear of the suspect, keeping their weapon side away from the suspect;


b.
The officer should not turn their back on the suspect;


c.
The officer should not allow another person to come between     themselves and the suspect;


d.
The officer should avoid crowded situations where the suspect might have contact with others;


e.
The officer should not allow the suspect to have contact with other persons.

5.11.5 
Once in the courtroom, the officer controlling the suspect(s) should, to the extent possible, segregate them from the general public.  The officer shall ensure the suspect(s) are sufficiently removed from the public in order to prohibit contact between the suspect and the public.


5.11.6
The officer should be aware at all times of the critical security role assigned to them. The officer should be aware that the victim's and suspect's families represent one of the greatest dangers and may be present during the court appearance. 
5.12.0
SPECIAL TRANSPORT SITUATIONS


5.12.1
Physically and mentally disabled suspects present conditions that dictate special care and attention for transportation.


5.12.2.
If a suspect declares or the officer observes a disability that would preclude the suspect from being placed in the vehicle, the officer should notify the on-duty supervisor of the problem.  The supervisor should evaluate the situation and request an ambulance or other form of transportation device that is suitable for transport. 


5.12.3
If a suspect becomes sick or injured during transport, the officer shall seek the appropriate level of medical care for the suspect.
              5.12.4   Juvenile and adult prisoners should not be transported in the same police vehicle unless some exigent circumstance exists.

5.13.0
SUPERVISED TRIP TRANSPORT


5.13.1
Unusual circumstances surrounding situations such as funerals and visits to hospitals, or courtroom appearances provide extraordinary opportunities for a suspect to engage in unauthorized personal contact, escape, or the infliction of injury to themselves or others.


5.13.2
Maximum supervision should be required when transporting suspects approved for supervised trips. 

5.13.3
In transport situations where there is doubt whether or not restraint equipment should be used, the decision should be reviewed by the supervisor authorizing such transport prior to departure or in compliance with a court order.  The following procedures should be followed prior to conducting a special transport:



a.
Careful planning made prior to departure to determine any special or significant factors involving possible security hazards;
b.
The suspect is thoroughly instructed regarding forbidden practices, communications or unauthorized contacts;

c.
The suspect and officer(s) should be "inseparable companions" and the suspect should be so advised;
d.
Layovers should be planned so that approved jails or institutions are utilized for temporary holding;

e.
The return of the suspect to the facility following termination of the visit, funeral or courtroom appearance is by means that provide for the most expeditious return.

f.
The suspect should be searched and restrained as soon as practical, prior to and during transport.

5.14.0
ARRIVAL AT A DETENTION OR HOLDING FACILITY

5.14.1
Upon arrival at the destination, the officer should notify dispatch and follow their protocol.  

5.14.2
The officer should deliver all the necessary paperwork and required legal documents to the receiving officer at the holding facility.
5.14.3
The officer should obtain a receipt from the receiving officer for the suspect and his/her personal property. 

5.15.0
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN SUSPECT AND CIVILIANS


5.15.1
While transporting a suspect, officers should not allow the suspect to have contact with other persons including the suspect's attorney. The lack of control of the physical surroundings by the officer during transport precludes suspect contact with anyone.

5.16.0
DOCUMENTATION


5.16.1
Each suspect being transported from a detention facility should be positively identified as the person who is required to be moved.


5.16.2
In the case of interstate transports, the officer should have a properly executed governor's warrant or a properly executed waiver of extradition.
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