FOOT PURSUITS 
22.0.0
Purpose
The purpose is to provide guidelines on foot pursuits that will establish a balance between protecting the safety of law enforcement personnel and the public while at the same time facilitating the safe apprehension of suspects.
22.1.0
Policy
Whenever an officer decides to engage in a foot pursuit a quick and continuous risk assessment must take place.  It shall be the policy of this Agency that officer safety and the safety of the public shall be the overriding consideration in determining whether or not a foot pursuit will be initiated.  This policy is intended as a general guideline when deciding if such pursuits are warranted and how they should be conducted.
22.2.0
Definitions
22.2.1
Foot Pursuit:  A situation in which an officer, on foot, chases a suspect in an effort to detain or arrest that individual which he or she has reasonable suspicion to believe is about to commit, is committing, or has committed a crime and who is resisting apprehension by fleeing from the officer.
22.2.2  
Suspect:  Includes any individual who an officer reasonably believes is about to             commit, is committing, or has committed an offense or poses an imminent threat to the safety of the public, other officers, or themselves.
22.3.0
Procedures
22.3.1
Deciding to Pursue
An officer has the authority to stop any person suspected of committing any criminal offense, violation, or traffic infraction.  While it is the officer's decision to initiate the stop, it is the violator who initiates the cause for the pursuit by fleeing. The officer's decision to pursue should always be undertaken with an awareness of the degree of risk to themselves or others. Mere flight by a person who is not suspected of criminal activity shall not serve as the sole justification for engaging in an extended foot pursuit without the development of reasonable suspicion of the individuals’ involvement in criminal activity.
22.3.2
Alternatives to Foot Pursuit 
Depending on available resources, officers should consider the following alternatives to foot pursuit:         

a. Surveillance until additional resources become available
b. Containment of the area
c. Saturation of the area with patrol personnel
d. Canine search
e. Aerial support
22.3.3
Risk Factors:  

In deciding whether to initiate or continue a foot pursuit, officers should also consider the following risk factors:

a. Whether the suspect is armed
b. Severity of suspect’s offense (i.e. do they pose a serious threat to the community if allowed to escape.)
c. Officer is acting alone
d. Backup is not available in a timely manner
e. Officer’s physical condition is not adequate to conduct a foot pursuit
f. Location - Type of area- (i.e. residential, commercial, highway) which impacts the safety of any individuals that may be affected by the foot pursuit;
g. Pursuing in inclement weather, terrain, darkness, or reduced visibility conditions;

h. Area of pursuit is unfamiliar or hostile to law enforcement.
i. Ability to apprehend the subject at a later time (i.e. identity is known)

j. Ability to establish and maintain contact with the communications  center
k. Illumination, (daylight, street lights, yard lights, flashlight only, no light)

22.3.4
Initiating Officer's Responsibilities:  
a. Officers initiating foot pursuits should be in field command and should bear operational responsibility for the foot pursuit unless circumstances dictate otherwise or until relieved by a supervisor.  Pursuing officers are reminded that voice transmissions while running and in other field tactical situations may be difficult to understand and may have to be repeated.
b. The officer initiating a foot pursuit should, as soon as practical, provide the following information to the Communications Center:
· Unit identifier
· Officer location and direction of pursuit
· Number of suspects and description
· Whether or not the suspect is armed
· Reason for the foot pursuit 

c. The initiating officer should maintain sufficient tactical gap between himself and the suspect to allow time for maintaining cover and allow for the arrival of backup officers.
d. Coordinate with secondary officers to establish a perimeter in the area to contain the suspect.
e. Assisting officers shall immediately attempt to contain the pursued suspect. 
f. When two or more officers are in pursuit, they should attempt to remain in sight of each other and maintain communication. 
22.3.5
Supervisor’s responsibility:

If a supervisor is on duty, the supervisor should:

a. Decide as soon as possible whether pursuit should continue. The supervisor should order termination of the foot pursuit if the pursuit violates provisions of this or related department policy, procedures, or training;

b. The supervisor should terminate a foot pursuit at any time he or she concludes that the danger to pursuing officers or the public outweighs the necessity for immediate apprehension of the suspect;

c. Monitor the pursuit and direct available resources to assist in the apprehension of the suspect;
d. Consider the use of specialized units/personnel to aid in the apprehension of the suspect. 

22.3.6
Guidelines and Restrictions

The pursuing officer shall terminate a pursuit if so instructed by a supervisor.

Officers are discouraged from engaging or continuing a foot pursuit under the following conditions:

a. The officer believes the danger to the pursuing officers or the public outweighs the necessity for immediate apprehension;
b. Into buildings, structures, confined spaces, or into wooded or otherwise isolated areas without sufficient backup and containment of the area;
c. If the officer loses possession of his firearm;
d. The suspect's identity is established or other information exists that allows for the suspect's probable apprehension at a later time and there is no immediate threat to the public or police officers;
e. If the suspect's location is no longer known;

f. The officer loses communication;

g. If an officer or third party is injured during the pursuit who requires immediate assistance and there are no other police or medical personnel able to render assistance;
h.
If the officer loses visual contact with the suspect;
i.
If the officer is unsure of his own location or direction of travel.

j.           If the officer loses other essential equipment.

22.4.0
Termination
When the officer terminates the pursuit, they should notify their communications center with their location and request any assistance deemed necessary.
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