USE OF FORCE
2.0.0
PURPOSE

The purpose is to provide guidelines on the reasonable use of force by officers.
2.1.0
POLICY

2.1.1
Each use of force situation is unique and will be evaluated based on the circumstance faced by the officer at the time force is applied.  Officers may use the amount of force which is objectively reasonable to make an arrest or gain control of a situation, but the person arrested may not be subjected to any greater restraint than is necessary to hold or detain that person.  As the situation that necessitated the use of force diminishes, so too shall the use of force. Officers should continually reassess all factors and conditions in use of force situations.
2.1.2
Many force and equipment options are available to the officer. The officer should choose the appropriate force option based on the threat, either actual or perceived, including but not limited to:
a.
officer presence;

b.
verbal direction;

c.
physical control;

d.
conducted electrical weapons;
e.
chemical or inflammatory agents;

f.
impact weapons;

g.
firearms;

h.
vehicles,  and or weapons of necessity or opportunity. 

2.1.3
In order to meet the basic test of objective reasonableness for all force situations, careful attention must be paid to the facts and circumstances of each particular case including:
a.
whether the suspect poses an immediate threat to the safety of officers or other, and;

b.
whether the suspect is actively resisting arrest or attempting to evade or escape, and;

c.
the severity of the crime at issue.

Additional factors may include:

a. availability of alternative methods of capturing, controlling, restraining, or subduing the suspect;

b. what officers knew about the suspect’s health, mental condition or other relevant frailties.

2.2.0
PROCEDURE

2.2.1
The following procedures supplement and provide guidance in application of force.
2.2.2
Officers should use tactics and or weapons as necessitated by the situation.

2.2.3
When deploying any force, for any reason, officers shall exercise reasonable caution in order to avoid unnecessarily endangering the lives of bystanders. When possible, officers should give consideration to background, bystanders, and location.

2.2.4
A supervisor will be notified and respond to all cases where the use of force resulted in any known injury or death. 

2.2.5
An officer is justified in the use of force likely to cause death or serious bodily harm only if the officer reasonably believes that such force is necessary to prevent imminent death or serious bodily harm to the officer or another or to prevent the commission of a forcible felony. A forcible felony is any felony involving the use or threat of physical force or violence against any individual (MCA 45-3-101).
2.2.6
Officers may use deadly force to affect the capture or prevent the escape of a felony suspect whose flight is reasonably believed to represent an imminent threat of serious bodily harm or death to the officers or other person(s).

2.2.7
Officers may discharge a firearm at a moving vehicle or from a moving vehicle if the officer reasonably believes it is necessary to protect against an imminent threat of serious bodily harm or death to the officers or others.

2.2.8
Officers should not fire warning shots.

2.2.9
Whenever the use of force results in an injury, officers should institute appropriate first aid procedures for anyone taken into custody or who needs medical treatment.  In the event that chemical agents are dispensed, officers should follow established procedures for treatment and decontamination. 

2.2.10
A vehicle is a law enforcement tool, which is capable of inflicting serious injury or death when used as an offensive weapon.  Therefore, its use should be considered in the same manner as any use of deadly force.
2.2.11   Officers have the duty to intervene where excessive force is being utilized to protect the individuals involved and report the excessive force to their supervisor as soon as possible. 

2.3.0
USE OF DEADLY FORCE WHETHER OR NOT INJURIES OR DEATH RESULT
2.3.1
Any officer involved in the use of deadly force shall be allowed to consult with a representative or other person of the officer’s choosing prior to being required to give an oral or written statement about the use of deadly force. Such right to consult with a representative or other person shall not unduly delay the giving of the statement. The officer involved should be allowed two full sleep cycles prior to being interviewed. This does not preclude initial inquiries by the responding supervisor. 

2.3.2
The officers shall be afforded the opportunity to consult with a mental health provider at the Agency’s expense.  If the use of force results in death, the officers involved shall be required to consult with a mental health provider at the Agency’s expense, prior to return to duty.

2.3.3.
Any officer who is witness to, or has information as to the use of force occurrence will prepare an appropriate report.

2.3.4
The officer’s immediate supervisor shall respond to the scene and shall determine which support services, including but not limited to investigative and identification personnel, would be beneficial to the reporting and evaluation of the occurrence and should request the response of these units as appropriate.  In addition, a supervisor’s report will be prepared detailing the activity regarding the incident. The agency administrator shall be notified as soon as practical.

2.3.5
When a death has occurred as the result of the use of force, the Agency shall notify the county coroner’s office as soon as practical.
2.4.0
DESTRUCTION OF INJURED OR DANGEROUS ANIMALS
2.4.1
The destruction of an animal is justified for:

a.
self-defense;

b.
to prevent substantial harm to the officer or another; or
c.
when the animal is believed to be so badly injured that humanity requires its relief from further suffering.
2.4.2
Supervisory approval should be obtained when time and circumstances permit.

2.4.3
Officers using such force against animals will prepare an appropriate report detailing the incident, paying particular attention to the circumstances requiring the immediacy of the situation.

2.5.0
REPORTING USE OF FORCE

2.5.1.
A report should be made in all occasions where use of force was utilized in excess of verbal directions where risk of injury exists regardless of whether or not injuries occurred.
2.5.2
Officers using force will document the use of such force in the official reports of the incident and will, in addition, notify their immediate supervisor of such use of force as soon as practical after the occurrence.  Reports will be written, documenting the use of force whether or not an arrest is made. 
2.5.3
Whenever possible, photographs of any injury should be taken to be included with the report.

2.5.4
In instances where the use of force resulted in an injury, a supervisor should respond to the scene and/or hospital, and will document the findings on a supplemental report.
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