IMPAIRED PERSONS
15.0.0
PURPOSE

The purpose is to provide guidelines on how to assist persons who appear to be intoxicated in public.

15.1.0
POLICY

15.1.1
It is the policy of this agency to attempt to assist persons who have not committed a criminal offense, but who appear to be intoxicated in public when and only if they appear to be a risk to themselves or others.

15.2.0
DEFINITIONS

15.2.1
“Approved Private Treatment Facility” – means  a private agency that has as its function the treatment, rehabilitation, and prevention of chemical dependency, that meets the standards as prescribed in 53-24-208(1), MCA, and that is approved as prescribed in 53-24-208, MCA.
15.2.2
“Intoxicated Person” – means a person whose mental or physical functioning is substantially impaired as a result of the use of alcohol.

15.3.0
PROCEDURES

15.3.1
A person who appears to be intoxicated in public and in need of help does not commit a criminal offense solely by reason of being in an intoxicated condition.

15.3.2
If a person who appears to be intoxicated in a public place and to be in need of help, an officer may proceed as follows:


a.
Assist the intoxicated person to the person’s home; or

b.
Assist the person to an approved private treatment facility; or

c.
Assist the person to another health care facility.


15.3.3
If none of the above options are available and they are a risk to themselves or others, the person may be detained until the person is no longer a risk to self or others.


15.3.4
If the person is detained no record or entry may be made to indicate the person was arrested or charged with a crime.


15.3.5
An officer may take reasonable steps for the officer’s own protection during the intervention of these incidents.


15.3.6
An officer shall make every reasonable effort to protect the person’s health and safety.

15.3.7
An officer who takes any action under this policy will document the action taken in a written report.
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