EMERGENCY VEHICLE OPERATION 


1.0.0
PURPOSE

The purpose is to provide guidelines for the effective operation of law enforcement vehicles being driven in emergency vehicle operations. 

1.1.0
POLICY


The policy of this agency is to direct members to use reasonable judgment and prudent conduct with due regard for their safety and the safety of all persons and property while engaged in emergency vehicle operations. 

1.2.0
EMERGENCY VEHICLE OPERATIONS

1.2.1
Montana Code Annotated, 61-8-107, defines the circumstances and conditions to which a law enforcement officer operating a law enforcement vehicle can engage in emergency vehicle operations and or pursuit situations.

a.
The driver of a police vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of  the law or when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the conditions herein stated.

b.
The driver of a police vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle            may:

· park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this chapter;

· proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe operation;

· exceed the speed limits so long as they do not endanger life or property;

· disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions.

c.
The exemptions granted to a police vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle apply only when the vehicle is making use of an audible or visual signal, or both, meeting the requirements of Montana Code Annotated, 61-9-402.

d.
The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of a police vehicle or authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the driver from consequences of their reckless disregard for the safety of others.

1.3.0
EMERGENCY VEHICLE OPERATION 
1. Officers should continually reassess all factors and conditions during all emergency vehicle operations. Officers must have a direct influence in choosing the preferred emergency response in direct relation to the event or circumstance that is being confronted all the while being constantly mindful of the risks to self and the public.
2. Unless circumstances warrant, employees should not use a cellular telephone while operating a vehicle in emergency response mode.
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