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RE: New Forensic Sciences Division Administrator
Dear Montana Sheriffs, Coroners, County Attorneys

As I consider each of you to be members of our extended Montana Department of
Justice family, I wanted to make you aware of a change at our Forensic Science
Division (State Crime Lab) that is occurring soon.

Some of you may already know that our current Forensic Science Division
Administrator, Dr. Phil Kinsey, will be leaving next month for a job in Illinois. This
move will also mean that Phil and his wife will live just around the corner from
their daughter and her family, something they are both very much looking forward
to.

Twelve years ago, the Kinseys moved to Montana so Phil could take a position at
the Lab as its DNA Supervisor. When I became Attorney General in 2013, I
appointed Phil as my Forensic Science Division Administrator, one of the more
challenging management positions here at DOJ. In four short years, Phil made a
great many improvements at the Lab, including establishing the Eastern Montana
Satellite Lab in Billings, shortening turn-around time for toxicology results, and
restructuring the Medical Examiner’s Office to help us improve efficiencies. Phil
has also been an invaluable member of our Sex Assault Evidence Task Force since
its inception two years ago, as we work toward making sure all previously
unsubmitted kits get tested, and in finding justice for all sex assault survivors.
Additionally, thanks to Phil’s efforts, the Crime Lab has remained accredited by
the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors/Laboratory Accreditation
Board since 2005, and in international standards since 2011,

Phil's steady demeanor and collaborative leadership style helped his staff
implement these operational changes, and others, that have made a positive impact
on our law enforcement and criminal justice partners and the important work you
do for the people of Montana. We’ll miss Phil both personally and professionally
here at DOJ and wish him great good luck in Illinois.
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I have appointed Scott Larson, supervisor of the Crime Lab’s Toxicology Section, as
our new Forensic Science Division Administrator effective August 12. This
transition period will allow us time to make sure Lab services will continue
uninterrupted and in the same spirit of continued improvements and efficiencies.

Scott received his bachelor of science degree in 1999 and his master of science
degree in pharmacology/pharmaceutical sciences in 2005 from the University of
Montana. Scott’s work in the field of forensic toxicology started when he interned at
the State Crime Lab while in graduate school. He previously worked as an
analytical toxicologist in the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System in Rockville,

Maryland and later as the Deputy Chief Toxicologist for the Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner in Washington D.C.

Scott is certified by the American Board of Forensic Toxicologists and is a member
of the Society of Forensic Toxicology. He has published and/or presented papers on
topics related to forensic toxicology in peer-reviewed journals and at national
conferences. He has also provided lectures on forensic toxicology to multiple
universities and various government agencies. Scott’s photo is attached here for
your reference.

I hope each of you will take an opportunity in the coming days to wish Phil well in
his next chapter and welcome Scott into his new leadership role at the Crime Lab.
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