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Preface

There is an extraordinarily concentrated population of self-proclaimed Gypsies who live in, and around, the Chicago Metropolitan area.  Their ethnic backgrounds include, but are not limited to, Romanian, Yugoslavian, and Polish.  Therefore, I have had close contacts with many of them.  While the term, “Gypsy”, conjures up a stereotype, it should be noted that “Gypsy” is a lifestyle and not specific to any one ethnicity.  There are Gypsies in almost every culture of the world.

Yugoslavian Gypsies

At one time, there were fifty-five (55) known Yugoslavian Gypsies living in North America; all of them living in northern Cook County, and southern Lake County, Illinois. This geographic living area placed them all within a ten (10) mile radius of the Skokie Police Department; a vast majority within five (5) miles.  These families are comprised of approximately one hundred (100) adults, and a number of adolescents, who are approaching adulthood.  These subjects have been arrested for such crimes as, Robbery, Burglary, and Felony Theft, as well as some misdemeanors.  The Yugoslavians specialize, almost exclusively in a particular crime, which law enforcement has given a specific name to: Store Diversion Burglary.  Law Enforcement now believes that due to the flight of some members of the clan to Europe, to avoid prosecution, it leaves less than thirty (30) families living in the Chicago area.

Romanian Gypsies

The population of the Romanian Gypsy clan (Romani) fluctuates, as it does in every metropolitan area which the Romani inhabit, by reasons which are as simple as the weather and as complex as obtaining new identities to avoid prosecution.  While there are relatively few Yugoslavian Gypsies in America, Law Enforcement can only estimate the populous of the Romani to be somewhere between fifty thousand (50,000) to 1 (one) million (1,000,000), simply because they do not keep birth records accurately.  The population worldwide of all Gypsies is believed to be closer to 12.5 million.  The “cons” the Romani use are unique, contemporary and will astound people with their boldness. 

The Travelers, of Irish, Scottish and English descent are out committing similar crimes and usually do not venture into urban areas.  I have assisted law enforcement agencies as to their activities, lifestyles and crimes.  The Travelers are quickly becoming a growing entity and problem to law enforcement all over North America.
The Polish Gypsy- Outside of Warsaw, Poland, Chicago possesses then largest Polish population in the world.  Their continuous criminal activity has led me to study their activity and assist outside agencies locate and prosecute offenders.  The Poles currently conduct their activities all over North America, but are “based” in Chicago, New York City, and Toronto.
Personal Background

I retired from the Skokie Police Department after thirty-one (31)) years, both in patrol and in the Detectives. I have been investigating Gypsy crime since 1995.  Skokie, Illinois lies on the northern and northwestern borders of Chicago. I retired on May 3, 2006.
-I have previously been appointed a special U.S. Marshall, which allowed interstate travel to investigate these clans.

-While keeping abreast of the activities of the clans, I have assisted over two hundred fifty (250) police departments in approximately thirty-two (32) states as well as departments in Canada, INTERPOL, US Immigrations/Homeland Security, Federal and local prosecutors, as well as the FBI and the United States State Department in Berlin, Germany.

-I have been asked to serve as a contributor and editor on a book published by the Illinois State Police, which portray the Yugoslavian Gypsies, the M.O.s, crime patterns, and their vehicles to Law Enforcement.  In 2000, the Illinois State Police, once again, asked me to assist in publishing a more up to date version.  The prior book, which was published in 1997, was distributed nationwide and was responsible for over one hundred (100) positive identifications, which led to subsequent arrests.

-With the success of the book on the Yugoslavian clan, the Illinois State Police asked if I would assist in the development and publication of a similar book on the Romani clan.  This effort was completed in October 2000, and was distributed locally through law enforcement training classes. A newer version is being updated by Chicago PD which contains numerous photos from my “Mug Shot” collection; this also will be released and distributed.  On my own, I have created a CD, and data base which portrays the Romani Gypsies, the Polish Gypsies, the Travelers and the Romanian Gypsies, new to North America in 2005, and the previously mentioned Yugoslavian Gypsies book with color photos.
- Since 2001, I have developed a data base containing suspects of all Gypsy descents, South American Theft Group suspects, and “Con Artists” in general.  The data base and CD contains over 4,000 photos which assist Law Enforcement nationally and is one of the largest independent data bases not administered by a police department.
- I was the source contact for a book published by the Chicago Crime Commission titled “The New Faces of Organized Crime”. (Published for public sale in 1997)

-I served on the Board of Directors for PACC- Professionals Against Confidence Crime (Based in the Chicago area)

-I served as President of the National Association of Bunco Investigators, (NABI) (2001-2003) based in Baltimore with membership nearing 900 members across North America.   In 2004, I was appointed Director Emeritus. In September 2014, I will again become the President of NABI.
-I have lectured to numerous police departments across the nation since 1996, and continue to give training sessions on the Gypsy community whenever asked to do so. I have spoken to LAPD, NYPD, Phoenix PD, San Francisco PD and Boston PD to name a few.
-In 2003, I received the Paul Chapman National Award from the Foundation for the Improvement of Justice (based in Atlanta, Ga.) for work in this field.
-I assisted Dateline: NBC in a segment which portrayed Store Diversion Burglaries titled: “Other People’s Money” which aired nationally. 

- Since retiring in 2006, I have remained active in Gypsy Criminal investigations and assisted Mesa, Az. PD in identifying their suspects who were charged in 23 Residential Burglaries of elder citizens.  In that spree, the Phoenix metropolitan area was “hit” with over 250 similar crimes.
I have founded and started a police training bureau called: The Gryphon Training Group and I travel the country training the police, prosecutors and the judiciary in the ways of the Criminal Gypsies and Travelers. It is based in suburban Phoenix, Arizona.
Prosecution and Testimony, Expert Witness
While assisting law enforcement agencies, I have participated in the organization and execution of eight (8) arrest raids resulting in the arrests of approximately one hundred thirty (130) suspects; some being arrested numerous times.  Of these suspects, fourteen (14) were arrested in a case for the Florida Statewide Prosecutor in which a state charge of Racketeering was filed against suspects of the Yugoslavian clan. I will testify as a witness who identified these people committing their specific crimes. These suspects fled the jurisdiction of The United States, and on February 8, 2001, the suspects were arrested in Amsterdam, Holland and are fighting extradition to the U.S.   No trial date has been set as the suspects still remain abroad after their release from The Hague. Since 2007, some of these suspects have since been arrested trying to re-enter the United States and have served prison time for their crimes.  Some of the clan still remains at large wanted on U.S. warrants and local warrants as well.
A parallel investigation followed the Florida case in Chicago, Illinois and was federally indicted by the U.S. Attorney of Northern Illinois.  The same charges follow the defendants in Federal Court, i.e. Income Tax Evasion, Conspiracy to Defraud the U.S. etc.  Also, the trial date will be set upon the return of the suspects from the Netherlands.  Again, I will be a witness who testifies and identifies the suspects in this matter.
I continue to identify suspects to this date and have assisted Law Enforcement agencies in over 32 states, the federal agencies, EUROPOL, INTERPOL and The U.S. State Department in Germany.
I have testified in the following matters as an expert:

-People of the State of Ohio v. Nebojsa Denikov

 July 7, 1997- Ohio Court of Commons

 Judge Stapleton Presiding

 Case 97CR02756

 Sentenced to: One Year Ohio DOC

-Before the Grand Jury in Utica, New York

 The Grand Jury which indicted six (6) of the Denikov family

 Subsequent pleas of Guilty followed.

Sentenced to: Eighteen months NY DOC and I.N.S. detainers filed
-At the sentencing of the People of the State of Ohio v Sali Petrov et al.

 May 31, 2000 in Toledo, Ohio

 99CR2617

When Judge Bowman, the presiding judge, overruled defense counsel’s motion to exclude my testimony, the defendants changed their pleas to “Guilty”.  The court requested I advise the court of their crime patterns and illegal activities.

 Sentenced to:  13 months Ohio DOC/All 6 defendants

In Kane County, IL in Feb. 2002, in the matter of the People of the State 

Of Illinois v. Perry Vincent.

In each of the above matters, (with the exception of Vincent) the US Immigrations Service was involved and certain defendants are now facing deportation proceedings. 

