Montana Highway Patrol
Tow Truck Business Inspection Report
Business Name:         DBA:       
Owner of the Business:         CEO:       
Physical Address (do not use P.O. Box Number):       
Mailing Address:       
City:         State:         County:       
Business Telephone Number:         After Hours Number:       
Commercial Tower Requirements:
1.    HQ MV-5 on MHP List:      Yes          No       (If no, do not conduct inspection) (MCA 61-8-906)

2.    Type of business entity:  Corporation       Partnership       Limited liability company  
              Limited partnership        Sole Proprietorship       (DBA) Folder identification number:       
              Secretary of State Business Entity Number:       
3.     Business is operated independently from any other business operation:     Yes       No  
4.     If the operator owns more than one towing business, each business must have a different identifiable name, address, and telephone number that is answered at the business location during normal business hours.      
Yes       No  
5.     must have a local telephone number located at the business office location:     Yes       No  
6.     the operator shall provide adequate staffing for each business with personnel who are present at the business location to answer all incoming calls and who are able to release impounded vehicles from 8 A.M. to 5 P.M., Monday through Friday, except for state-recognized holidays.  In addition, each business location must be staffed by a sufficient number of drivers for a 24-hour a day operation.  


Yes       No  
7.     The operator must have a business location with its own outside entrance, or if a building has one main entrance, the location must have doors clearly marking and separating each business with a sign at the front door and a sign plainly visible from the street indicating the company’s name, telephone number, and office hours.  Separate businesses in the same rotation area may be housed in one building, but there must be a solid wall from the floor to ceiling to separate each business. 


Yes       No  
8.     Each company shall maintain its own set of required records and books, including, but not limited to, a vehicle transaction file and billing invoices at its business location.  If there is a corporate accountant or bookkeeper for more than one company, all records and files for each company that are required to be maintained at the business location must be maintained separately.  

Yes       No  
9.     Determine classification of tow truck(s):  Record number of vehicles inspected for each classification:


Class A       (min. 10,000 GVWR)   Class B       (min. 18,000 GVWR)   

Class C       (min. 32,000 GVWR)   Class D       (min. 10,000 GVWR)             (MCA 61-8-905)

10.   A qualified tow truck operator on rotation shall have an independent secure storage facility.


if requesting to be on rotation must have either:

6 ft. high chain link fenced lot:   Yes     No     If not chain link fence material:       

or building with inside storage:     Yes       No  
11.    Storage yard address same as business office address:     Yes       No  

If storage yard address is not the same list the physical location:      

located in a place that is reasonably convenient for public access:     Yes       No  

Rotation only:  Is the storage yard adequate to store all vehicles towed on rotation for the specific classification:     Yes       No  

Size of storage yard:       
13.    each qualified tow truck operator participating in the rotation system shall have available and show upon the request of a law enforcement officer:


(a) Department of Transportation (DOT) number:     Yes       No  

(b) Operator’s federal tax identification number:     Yes       No  

(C) The operator’s company has a required outside business sign (plainly visible), phone number and street 
                      address:     Yes       No  
14.    The tow truck equipment of a commercial tow truck operator must have an annual safety inspection:

Highway patrol inspected:    Yes    (date:      )     No  

Department of Transportation (mcs) inspected:    Yes    (date:      )    No  
15.    the name or trade name and city and state of the person or corporation under whose jurisdiction the motor vehicle is being operated must be permanently displayed on each side of the tow truck; the display of name must be in letters in sharp contrast to the background and in size, shape, and color readily legible in daylight from a distance of 50 feet while the motor vehicle is not in motion:


Yes       No       (The CFR code is 390.21)
16.    If the operator is a firm or other entity, at least 75% of the employees who operate a tow truck must hold a certification from a industry recognized certification program for tow truck operators or have a minimum of 1 year of experience in the towing business for hire in Montana:    Yes       No  
17.    upon satisfactory completion of the business inspection and verification of the insurance requirements filed with MHP, a decal showing the inspection date must be affixed in a prominent place on the tow truck’s lower right window corner:     Yes       No  
18.    tow operator requesting a letter of appointment:     Yes       No  
I hereby certify that the above information is true and correct.
Owner/Corporate Officer:_____________________________________________  Date:_____________

Trooper Conducting Inspection:        Date:       
Tow Truck Information Website:  http://www.doj.mt.gov/enforcement/highwaypatrol/towtruck.asp
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